
The goal of “Confinement in the 
Land of Enchantment: Japanese 
Americans in New Mexico during 
WWII” (CLOE) is to reach a wide 
and diverse audience of New Mexi-
cans and Americans about the his-
tories of Japanese internment in the 
state, and to inspire thought and 
conversation about issues of citizen-
ship, identity, and civil liberty. The 
project focuses on the stories of 
World War II Japanese confinement 
sites that were located at Santa Fe, 
Ft. Stanton, Old Raton Ranch (Baca 
Camp), and Camp Lordsburg in 
New Mexico. In addition to telling 
the stories of detainees held at each 
of these facilities, the project exam-
ines how the surrounding commu-
nities interacted with these camps. 
Stories of how various communities 
across New Mexico treated their 
Japanese and Japanese American 
community members are also ex-
plored.  

A Unique Confinement Camp 

“Japanese Segregation Camp No. 1” ( JSC #1) at Fort Stanton 
was a secretive and short-lived isolation unit that was created 
to deal with a small number of pro-Japan “agitators.”                   

These men were accused of causing trouble, first at one of the 
large WRA relocation camps and then at the Santa Fe Intern-
ment Camp.   

In 1945 these unruly camp protesters were transferred from 
Santa Fe to a compound within Fort Stanton, where trouble-
some German POWs were being segregated from the larger 
German POW group at the fort.                                             

Some camp guards called JSC #1 
“the stinker camp” because the  
internees were considered to be 
the most disruptive and “disloyal” 
of all of  the Japanese Americans in 
the camps. 

 

Project Purpose 

Guard Tower at Fort Stanton, WWII (CSM) 



Example of Victory Huts. Courtesy of NARA 

Japanese 
American 

Confinement 
Sites in Lincoln 

County  

After arriving at Fort Stanton, 
the segregants chose a room-
mate and settled into their new 
quarters. Inside the victory huts, 
they found two steel cots with 
mattresses, a table with two 
chairs, two shelves, a small coal 
burning stove, and a light bulb 
hanging from the ceiling. Fort 
Stanton issued two blankets and 
a pillow to each man. According 
to Motomu Akashi, segregant 
Sanae Paul Akashi’s son, with 
the windows and door closed 
the Victory Huts could be kept 
“relatively comfortable.” Still, 
sand storms were frequent at 
Fort Stanton and segregants 
could often be found sweeping 
the sand from their huts. The 
men learned that daily life in 
JSC #1 was sparse. The guards 
were “uncompromising” and 
generally “suspicious” of their 
charges, though overall, they 
stayed out of the segregants day-
to-day affairs.  (CSM) 
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The CCC Camp at Fort   
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